
CITY OF ALAMEDA ORDINANCE NO. 3275 

New Series 

AN URGENCY UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE (A) IMPOSING WITHIN 
THE CITY OF ALAMEDA A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON (1) 
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL EVICTIONS DUE TO OR 
DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, (2) LANDLORDS' SHUTTING 
OF UTILITIES IN RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL RENTAL UNITS 
EXCEPT FOR EMERGENCY SITUATIONS AND ESSENTIAL 
ACTIVITIES, AND (3) RENT INCREASES FOR FULLY REGULATED 
RESIDENTIAL RENTAL UNITS UNTIL JANUARY 1, 2021, AND (B) 
REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 3273. 

WHEREAS, Section 3-12 of the City Charter authorizes the City Council, with a 
4/5 vote, to adopt, as an urgency measure, an ordinance for the immediate 
preservation of the public health or safety without following the procedures otherwise 
required prior to adoption of an ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, Government Code Section 36937 allows a city, including a charter 
city, to adopt an urgency ordinance to take effect immediately upon its adoption for the 
preservation of the public peace, health or safety upon a finding of facts constituting the 
urgency thereof; and 

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the health, safety and welfare of persons 
have arisen in the world, the nation, the State, the County of Alameda and the City of 
Alameda due to the following: 

A novel coronavirus (named COVID-19 by the World Health Organization) was first 
detected in December 2019. The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has 
stated that COVID-19 is a serious public health threat, based on current information. Cases 
of COVID-19 have been diagnosed throughout the world, the United States, the State of 
California, the County of Alameda and the City of Alameda. 

The exact modes of transmission of COVID-19, the factors facilitating human to 
human transmission, the extent of asymptomatic viral shedding, the groups most at risk of 
serious illness, the attack rate, and the case fatality rate all remain active areas of 
investigation. The CDC believes, at this time, the symptoms appear two to fourteen days 
after exposure. Currently, there are no vaccine or specific anti-viral treatment for COVID-
19. 

Actions are being taken to protect public health and limit the spread of COVID-19 
but whether those actions will be successful is unknown at this time. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the President of the United States has declared a 
national emergency, the Governor of the State of California has declared a State of 
Emergency for the State and issued numerous Executive Orders to protect the public, 
County Health Officers throughout the State, including the County of Alameda, have also 



issued orders and directives in an effort to protect the public, and, on March 17, 2020, in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the City Council of the City of Alameda declared a 
local emergency as set forth in Ordinance No. 3267; and 

WHEREAS, as a result of these various declarations, orders and directives, and the 
threat to public health and safety due to the contagious nature of COVID-19, residents 
Statewide have been ordered to shelter in place, public and private gatherings of persons 
have been prohibited, schools, kindergartens, and day care centers have been closed, non
essential service businesses have been shuttered, and essential service businesses may 
have their hours or means of operation curtailed, all of which have had significant financial 
impacts to residents and businesses in the community; and 

WHEREAS, many employers have laid off or will need to lay off employees, working 
Alameda residents with children may be compelled not to work in order to provide care for 
their children, and many Alameda residents who are working and become ill due to COVID-
19, or who must self-quarantine due to COVID-19 because they have been exposed to 
COVID-19, do not have paid sick leave; and 

WHEREAS, most commercial tenants have been ordered to shutter their 
businesses and even commercial tenants of businesses providing "essential services" may 
suffer economic losses, thereby depriving all commercial tenants of an income stream to 
pay rent and utilities; and 

WHEREAS, those residents financially impacted due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
may not be able to pay rent or their mortgage, or be faced with the Hobson's Choice of 
paying rent/mortgage and not having sufficient funds for food, medical care or other 
necessities for themselves and their families; and 

WHEREAS, tenants, whether financially impacted due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
or otherwise, could be evicted based on an owner move in or an unconditionally approved 
Capital Improvement Plan (subsections E and G, section 6-58.80, Alameda Municipal 
Code) ("no fault evictions"); and 

WHEREAS, residents unable to pay rent or the mortgage under these 
circumstances, or tenants subject to no fault evictions, would be faced with the prospect of 
being evicted from their homes; and 

WHEREAS, commercial tenants financially impacted due to the COVID-19 
pandemic may not be able to pay their rent and also face the possibility of eviction; and 

WHEREAS, the Governor of the State of California has issued Executive Order N-
28-20 that, in part, suspends any provision of state law that would preempt or otherwise 
restrict a local government's exercise of its police powers to impose substantive limitations 
on residential or commercial evictions when the basis for the eviction is non-payment of 
rent or foreclosure arising out of a substantial decrease in household or business income 
arising out or caused by the COVID-19 pandemic; and 


















